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BULLNOSES A 57 CHEWY,
L SHRINKS AND STRETCHES




FINMISH

1950 CapiLLac Kustom ALA Timo HERSTI OF RECYCLERS

Text & photo by Pekka Polvinen

his stretched and chopped 1950 Cadillac Coupc is
one good example of the strong n_ld school\sl.?-le ‘
kustom and rod movement thal I"mImEd has hdl-l. for
many vears. Along with Sweden an_rl other tgcqulnm-unn
cou;;l.;'ic.s. the Finnish scene is quylr: impressive. _
The short summers last just a few munl.h:j. and the long,
cold and dark winters make life somul.imcs' a hl_l [T’il]!"t". I
challenging. Surprisingly. finding old .t\meru_‘.._zm iron is ru.l.uéa v
not that difficult thanks to the active importing In‘mll |hf.:;L.=L‘ ]
during the 1980s and early 1990s. In the summer you woul

DESH]

he surprised by the number of old American cars on the
streets during the cruise nights and other events.

HARD WOAKING MAN

Timo Hersti is one true, hard worki!lg klml'.ln‘m car an‘(l
old school hot rod freak from Helsinki, le‘elmd. IhE'.m must
be more than thirty cars on the streets in F inland dl]fl
Sweden that have passed through his hnnds, some “-Il.th
restoration as the main theme but most with oxlensn_\t'.. .
traditional kustom treatment as the common denumnm{l-ur‘,
This 1950 Cadillac is one good example of the latter Lyn(.'. of
aclivity. And it is proof of the fact that you can get a nice

rolling piece of art withoul, investing $50.000 USD —
just do as much as you can yourself...and be
creative! In less than six months Timo did most of
the work on this car. Sure, the good rust [ree original
condition helped but when you see the outcome with
the amount of work he invested, one becomes
impressed. This car was actually supposed to be in a
muscum as an example of a well-preserved original.
It had already received the hard-to-get local museum
plates when Timo managed to strike a deal with the
owner. That same week it arrived in the club garage
of the Recyclers and Timo gol his hands on the
Caddy. He started to cut the roof into several pieces.
The sawzalls and lorches did not get much rest the
next few days!

The view on how Lthe Caddy would look when
completed had been clear in Timo's mind for vears.
Larry Watson once painted his 1959 Cadillac purple
with the silver striped rool and the paint looked so
tremendous Lo Timo that he decided Lo build an early
1950s Cadillac with a similar theme. I\, look years to
find a candidate for the planned kustom Lreatment
but finally in late 2003 this car became available,

Even though Timo had also some clear
thoughlts on how Lo upgrade the drivetrain he
decided Lo leave the smoothly running 331 CID
V8 with a 4-bbl carb and Hydramatic mostly
untouched. The focus was on the look and feel
after all. So let’s start with the body.

THE b¢D4...

The door handles were shaved. The roof was
cul in several pieces and it was also widened three
quarlers of an inch on both sides and extended
slightly in erder to accomodate the 4-inch chop
without louching the lower rear window frame and
moldings, which Timo wanted to remain in original
dimensions and location.,

The side windows got a new profile and it
was important for Timo that the power windows
would perform flawlessly after the chop. The side
window frames were modified to match the
lowered roof. All the glass on the car is new and
custom made. Timo built molds for all the glass
and Kultilan Autolasi made the windows. In
Finland there are actually two companies
that make custom windows
al very reasonable cost
and they can make
windows Lo almost any

classic old car. They
have the specs and
molds for most 19508
and 19608 American
cars. Actually quite a few
well-known American
custom cars have had their
windows made in Finland.
Well, back to Timo's Cadillac. He
; says: “The cool 1950 Cadillac taillights do
N0t get the justice they deserve in the stock body.

Therefore 1 wanted to stretch the rear fenders four

inches. The additional metal was welded into the very
end of the rear fins. Also the part between the bumper
ind trunk lid was filled with some extra metal.”

SUSPENSION

The lower and longer lines were begging to get
ser Lo the ground. The solution: fitting all the
rmers with a custom-made air suspension. Timo

l& his own set of airbags to solve Lhis. To gel them
their correct position the shocks at front had to be
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moved slightly forward to get the space
needed. In the rear some of the leaves
were taken off and the airbags now take
the major responsibility of smoothing
the ride. To control the ride height
required some work under the hood
where things mostly were to be remain
stock. To run the extra compressor for
the air bags Timo added a Iwelve-volt
alternator under the hood — this gives
the power also to the hidden stereo
system. The power windows and the
lichts are still operated via the original
gencralor supplying the power to the
six-volt system. The ride height can now
be controlled from the driver's seal
within a range of six inches.

The wheels are true wire wheels
by Vintage Wheels and the lires are
8.20 x 15 wide whilewalls, and definitely
not radials as that would rule the car
outl from many local old school rod runs
and fun parties.

PRINT, CHAOME OND INTERION

If you were to visit the Recyclers
garage it would be hard to believe that
Timo has painted the car in those
facilities. But he is the man who knows
the secrets of shiny paint. 1t's all about
gelting the bodywork right, base coal

and a lot of layers of lacquer with a lot

of sanding in between and hand
buffing. The color is “Spanish Rose,”

found on the Honda color chart and
the roof is two-tone silver. Timo
admits that the roof was the most
challenging part of the painl work. A
lot of masking tape went into the
operation and getting the stripes run
correctly along the roof was nol. easy.
Actually Timo started to paint the car
from the roof just in order to really
see how it would look when striped.
The interior was stitched by Lasse
Vinttinen, linked to another small
kustom car affiliation, Tomahawk Town
of Helsinki. When it comes to custom
interiors around the Arctic Circle, he is
the foremost visionary. The Iwo-tone
leather on the seats and door panels
match the paint color scheme perfectly.
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All the chrome was re-plated in the
neighbouring Sweden. In Finland it is really
difficult to get good chroming as there are

rally no companies specializing in the
bumpers and larger ilems.

SETTING THE run PAAT oUT!

When completed in 2004 the car
took home a number of prizes in the
shows, but still, this Caddy is more go
than show. Timo is a frequently seen party
man on the local events in Finland and in
Sweden. You have lo lake a fifieen hour
hoat ride to cross the sea to get there
from Helsinki. The Cadillac has frequently
been seen on the road and it is rock 'n’ roll
that counts when the stereo is on. There
musl be a sound detector somewhere
hidden under the pinstriped dash making
sure that this beauty does nol, move untfil
you've dialed in the correct radio station
or slipped in a CD with true rock'n'roll.

And if you think that Timo has
been lazy since the Caddy got completed
in 2004, take a look at his 1930 Ford A.
This thing was built and painted by him
in just three months. And the shiny
flathead-powered fun hauler ook home
some show prizes of its own, and like all
Timo's creatures, it is llrm n. We will
gel Lo it Iat('r in Ohﬁ" Siain:

-’)dz'z Ride S uaperzs tons

= Full Metal Fabrication
= Chiome & Speed Pazts
= YYostalgia Accessories

= Project Cats For Sale

2015-C Hamburg Street
Schenectady, New York 12304

5183771501

CADILLAC COUPE DE VILLE KUSTOM
OWNER: 70 HERST!

BUILDER: 7/M0 HERST!

OCCUPATION: (AR BUiDER/RESTORER
SMETAL WORKER
CITY/STATE: HELSIWNKT. FINLAND
COCT: Wl LABOUR. + 600 HOURS + LOST
MATERIALS + CAR :

YEAR: /950

MAKE: CADILAC coapzpr wiE- :
BODY CUSTOM FABRICATION: £
CHOPPED 4 INCHES ~ ADDED 2 INCHES.
BODY LOWERED, REAR FENDERS STRETL
INCHES, ALL WINDOWS cofmm 7
HANDLES ETC. :
COLOR: HONDA SPANISH ROSE &8

PAINT TYPE: 25481 BASE Wi

PAINTER: 70 HERST! =

CUCTOM GRAPHICS: mfm

TONE SHVER

ENGINE: 23 QD CADILAC - STOCK
TRANNY: #VYORAMATIC ~ STOCK
CUCPENCION INFO: 4/ BACS [OWMER
WHEELS/CIZE: WNIAGE WHEELS
TIREC/CIZE: 820 X /15 mx Wmm
CEATS: STOCK &
UPHOLCTERY: LEATHER 2 LAGSE VANTTINEN
~ PRIMA (HELSINKY)

DACHBOARD: 700K W/ PINSTRIPES BY
INTERIOR EXTRAS: LEITHER — COLORS
MATCHED T EXTERIOR :
CARAGE-BUILT CTUFF: 4L BODY MDA~
CATIONS. SUSPENSION. PANT ETE.
WINDOWS: 441 TAILOR MADE: MOLDS
MADE BY TIMO

CLUB AFFILIATION: RECYOLERS
ANYTHING ELSE: B5-CHROMING OF PERIS
DONE IV SWEDEW




